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Slovenia & an average Slovene

Slovenia is a small European country that borders Austria, Italy, Hungary and Croatia. Slovenia, although small, does have a number of very distinct regions, with their own particular geography, climate and dialect. It is a land of stunning beauty. 
An average temperature in July is above 30  degress °C and below 0 °C in January . There are 212 municipalities in Slovenia. 
An average life expectancy is 80 years. An average household size is 2,6 people. Every second Slovene drives his own car. There are about 1000000 registered vehicles in Slovenia. The morning rush hour in large cities lasts from 7 to 8 AM, and from 3 to 4 PM. Traffic moves on the left. Seat belts must be worn. Using smart phones while driving a car is prohibitted. The speed limit in urban areas is 50 km per hour. 
An average monthly salary is about 1000 Euros. The unemployment rate has decreased lately; there are currently about 100 000 unemployed people. 

Virtually every Slovene has seen the film Kekec. 
An average Slovene goes to the Croatian seaside in summer and loves to go skiing in winter. Kranjska gora, Rogla, Vogel are just some of the many popular ski resorts. 

Hiking, skiing, football are most popular sports. The Slovenes are extremely successful in terms of sports achievements – think of Martin Strel, Tina Maze, …..

We could say that we are neither afraid of the steep slopes nor of heights; that is the reason why an average Slovene climbs Triglav at least once in a life time. 
The Slovenes love using social media sites; the most popular one is Facebook. People of different ages use it daily. An average Slovene sends at least 3 text messages per day. 

The Slovenes are fond of travelling, they love exploring new places. 

Typical Slovene breakfast consist of bread, butter, marmelade and an apple. An average Slovene eats 50 kilos of bread per year( that is, about 130 grams daily) and 18 kilos of apples per year. The bad news is that an average Slovene annualy throws away food worth ca. 250 Euros. On Sundays, beef soup with noodles is served on almost every table. Sunday meal is a five course meal and the time for family get-together. Roasted pork with roasted potatoes and green salad with pumpkin seed oil may be on menu. In general, the Slovenes also love eating čevapčiči – Balkan delicacy and not just a traditional Carniolan sausage. 
Coffee is surely a popular drink, since an average Slovene drinks up to 734 cups of coffee per year. On average, a cup of coffee with milk in a café costs 1,30€. 

An average Slovene uses 104 litres of water per day and according to the data produces 9 tonnes of CO2 emissions by using energy sources. 

An average Slovene is described as hard-working and caring but  sometimes envious towards his neighbour(s); there is even an adjective worthy of envy (slov. zavidanja vreden) We tend to make jokes at the expense of the Bosnians. From time to time we get melancholic. ( However, we cheer up over a glass of wine.  An average Slovene loves wine, especially the Slovene wines. Those are really of the highest quality.  Annually, an average Slovene drinks about 13 litres of wine and 26 litres of beer. 

Jokes : 

· Why should you be careful opening an umbrella in Ljubljana? - You might take someone’s eye out in Maribor. 
· What is the shortest joke in the world? A couple were walking along the Slovene coast. 
· Why don’t the Slovenes need mobile phones? "They can yodle from one end of the country to another. 

· A man from (Gorenjska) is lying on his death bed. He calls out: Son, are you here? "The son replies: Yes, father, I am." He man calls out again: Daughter, are you here? "The daughter replies: Yes, father, I am." The man calls out a third time: Wife, are you here? "THe wife replies: Yes, husband, I am. "The dying man calls out again: Well, if you are all here with me, then why the bloody hell is the kitchen light on?
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� Discussed with the 8th graders of the Elementary School Dragomelj 









